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Learning to drive in a new country can be a relatively easy task. Once you are ready to get behind the wheel, take note of these four tips to how to become a better driver outside of your home country:




1. Keep All Important Documents with You




Driving in a foreign country requires additional documentation than your standard US issued driver’s license. According to Lark Gould in an article for The Washington Times, you will need to carry both your international driving permit and your local license from your home country at all times while behind the wheel. This is because many countries have a number of have a number of different rules and regulations.
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2. Pay Attention to Local Laws




Local driving laws and regulations can vary from country to country, so it is important to research any major differences prior to arriving to your destination country. For example, Gould pointed out that France requires all drivers to carry a breathalyzer in their vehicle. If you don’t, you may be subject to a fine. In Spain, you have to keep an extra pair of eye glasses in your car if you need them to drive, and in Germany winter tires are forbidden during certain times of the year.
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3. Carry Authorization When Driving Borrowed Vehicles




It might take some time before you can buy a vehicle of your own after moving abroad. Often, expats will borrow or share cars with their friends or colleagues. However, make sure you carry written authorization with you when you do, according to The AA. If you  forget to carry this letter, you might get in trouble with the police.  




4. Acquire International Insurance Coverage




Once you learn the rules of the road, the final step before driving is to get all the needed international car insurance policies available. Having comprehensive coverage is a priority for drivers abroad, and skipping this important step can lead to numerous problems, costly expenses and even fines. In some countries, regular plans won’t do the trick. For example, riots that damage your car while it is parked may not be covered by a standard plan. Instead, talk to a specialized international insurance provider about customized policies that will address these issues. Above all else, make sure you have the financial assistance in place to handle any scenario you may face.





	
		
			Protect your trip!
			Get a travel medical insurance quote in just minutes.
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Find tips, trends, and perspectives to help you confidently make decisions and navigate challenges internationally with peace of mind. Read how you can live, operate, and manage risks abroad.
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